
Chesapeake Bay Oyster Dives Information 
“The diving is fun and easy... the oyster bars are 10-20 ft. deep with only a very minimal current. The viz. 
In the winter can be 8-15 ft. and all season long the worst is still an arm’s length which is all you need to  
Find the oysters.  
 
Water Temperature: October the water will be in the 60’s. November it drops down to the low 50’s. A 7mm fullsuit is 
recommended along with a hood to keep the sea nettles away and for warmth in latter months. 
 
DEPARTURE 
We depart from the county landing dock at Kent Narrows on the east side of Kent Island, Maryland at  
6:30 am and return back to the dock around noon. Plan to arrive at 6:15 am to load your gear on the boat and don your dive 
suits. Keep in mind we can only oyster dive until noon, if you are late you may not be able to dive. The boat must leave the dock 
by 6:30 am. 
 
REQUIREMENTS 
An Open Water Diver certification from any certified agency is the minimum required to dive to for the Oyster Dive.  The DNR 
now only allows Maryland residents to harvest oysters.  Bring a proof of residency such as a Driver’s License. 
 
OYSTERS: Each diver can take home up to one bushel of Oysters, so collect as many as you can. There are (200-250) in a bushel. 
Oysters must measure 3 inches in any direction.  
 
BOAT AMENITIES  
There really are none, It is a waterman’s work boat, so the experience is priceless. The boat has a very 
Small cabin, with no bathroom on board so go before you leave. 
 
EQUIPMENT 
You need to bring all scuba equipment.  Only 1 tank, the water is shallow enough (usually less than 15'), some extra weight to 
stay down (5 to 10 pounds). You will need a good sized catch bag. Bring some old work gloves to cover you wetsuits gloves. 
Oysters are hard on gloves. Of course in the later month you’ll need wetsuit gloves for warmth.  
 
CLOTHING: We will don wet / dry suits while at the dock, as we have  only a 20-30 minute ride to the  
Oyster beds. Be sure to bring appropriate clothing if it might rain or be cold. Bring a windbreaker or  
Something to put on over your wetsuit for the short ride back to the dock. 
 
OTHER ITEMS 
It's a short day and we must be out of the water by noon when catching oysters. You will want water or  
A drink and maybe a small snack. Bring an oyster knife, horseradish and cocktail sauce for the freshest  
Oysters you have ever eaten. There is no room on the boat for coolers, so leave your cooler in the car. .  
Bring a cooler (s) to take home your share up to one bushel of the oysters. A 58 qt cooler will hold about one bushel. They are 
heavy, so you might want 2 containers to split them up. 
Bring your certification card and paperwork, you will also need to complete a liability release at the dock for the captain. 
 
Check List: 
Required 
BCD, Regulator, Tank, Weights, Mask, Snorkel, Fins, Booties 
Wetsuit (at least a 7mm, hood, gloves), Work Gloves to cover your wetsuit gloves 
Mesh Bag (Metal Handle works best) 
Certification Card 
Proof of Maryland Residency  
Release Forms 
Cooler or Container for oysters 
Signal Tube/Safety Sausage, Length of Line 
 
 
 
 
 



Directions: 
Take exit 41 after crossing the bay bridge. At the stop sign...Take left. Then take the first left. This will take you under the Kent 
Narrows Bridge. Then take the first right...This will be just under bridge and take you parallel to the bridge. Run that to the end. 
This will bring you to the landing. Remember to look for the county landing signs.  Following the directions is crucial, but if you 
need a physical address as a header: Piney Narrows Road, Chester, MD 21619 

Captain Middleton Cell# 443-786-0180.  Most trips we will have an Atlantic Edge Divemaster on board depending on many spots 
are filled.   


